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Chicago Develops a New Approach 
in the Housing of the Aged 


by 
Albert G. Rosenberg 


Supervisor, Community and Tenant Relations 


Chicago Housing Authority 


More than 40,000 persons are now housed 
in the 22 low-rent housing projects under oper- 
ation by the Chicago Housing Authority. This 
represents 10,000 apartment units; approxi- 
mately 10,000 additional units are either in the 
blueprint or actual construction stages. The 
number of aged tenants in CHA projects has 
been increasing over the past years and the 
Authority is currently housing about 2,000 per- 
sons 60 years of age and older. And we are 
looking ahead to a greater and greater number 
of aged applicants. 

In most projects we are attempting to 
house these older people 
they are well mixed in with other families. It 
is our experience that when a number of aged 
families live in one apartment building, and 
through illness and general disability a number 
are unable to take care of stair-halls, etc., the 
whole building, as far as it depends on tenant 
aid in maintenance, tends to deteriorate. 


One of our new projects has been con- 
structed so that an apartment can be subdivided 
in such a way that an individual aged person 
can live in a separate one-room unit, sharing a 
bath and kitchen with another separate unit of 
the same kind. This other unit can be assigned 
to a younger person. 


in a pattern where, 


Currently, we are cooperating with the 
committee on the Aged of the Welfare Council 
of Metropolitan Chicago on a pioneer project at 
Prairie Avenue Courts, where 36 one-bedroom 
units in a seven-story elevator building are 
occupied by couples who are at least 60 years 
or older, (The remaining 12 two-bedroom units 
are occupied by families with children and the 
rest of the project houses families in normally 
mixed age groups.) The Committee on the 
Aged, without attempting to create an institu- 
tional atmosphere in the building, is coordi- 
nating the services of about a dozen health and 
welfare agencies and hospitals which are co- 
operating in this attempt to discover and meet 
the special health and welfare needs. 


In other words, this Committee is trying to 
find out what the most suitable and beneficial 
pattern of housing of aged might be, and is 
working with the Housing Authority to bring it 
about. The research phase of this project is 
under the auspices of the University of Chicago 
Family Study Center. 


The Authority further makes a practice of 
having appropriate project staff people partici- 
pate in institutes and work shops on needs and 
services to the aged held in Chicago from time 
to time. 


SPECIAL PROBLEMS TO BE DEALT WITH 


All this represents an effort to develop a 
new approach to the housing of the aged and to 
deal with the many special problems which are 
thrust upon us. Hardly a day, for instance, 
goes by when we are not informed of some 
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serious situation caused by an aged tenant who 
is physically or mentally ill. Because resi- 
dents live closely together in apartment type 
buildings in our projects, problems caused by 
such aged tenants who have become bedridden 
or show signs of mental disturbance are 
quickly noticed by the tenants and management 
staff. 


We find that the death of one spouse is apt 
to start the decline of the surviving husband or 
wife. When this deterioration reaches the point 
where the tenant can no longer take care of his 
apartment or do his share of, for instance, 
cleaning his section of the stair-hall, he quickly 
becomes a burden and a nuisance to the neigh- 
bors. Often the neighbors help out for a while, 
but as the problem continues over a period of 
time they become discouraged and the aged 
tenant's apartment becomes filthy and at times 
even vermin-infested. 


When our CHA project staff members be- 
come aware of such problems they call the 
conditions to the attention of the various com- 
munity service agencies in an attempt to have 
them step in. However, even in cases where 
the agency is active with a family-- and many 
of our aged in the projects are recipients of 
old-age assistance -- we find that the agency is 
not always successful in bringing the situation 
under control. In those cases where the aged 
person does not have a tie to a social agency 
and refuses to seek medical or counseling help 
on his own, we encounter the toughest prob- 
lems. 


For instance, an aged woman whose hus- 
band died a few years ago causes frequent dis- 
turbances, demonstrating various symptoms of 
mental disorder. No agency is active in her 
case, but the records of an agency which had 
once been active indicate that a diagnosis of 
dementia-praecox, paranoid type, had been 
made. 


We have brought this situation to the atten- 
tion of a number of agencies, but the woman is 
unwilling to accept any help. There is no 
agency in Chicago which has the authority to 
have a physician examine such a person to es- 
tablish his or her state of mental health and if 
necessary arrange for commitment to an insti- 
tution; only through the court and police can 
this be done and complaint by a third party. 


ENCOURAGING EDUCATIONAL 
AND LEISURE TIME PROGRAMS 


Our management staff attempts to en- 
courage recreation, health and social agencies 
to offer educational and leisure time programs 
in which aged tenants can participate. Fre- 
quently older people form club groups, but we 
observe that they quickly disintegrate for lack 
of the needed group work staff service. The 
Housing Authority, quite correctly, is not per- 








mitted to provide direct service, such as group 
work, case work, etc.; this is the responsibility 
of the appropriate public and private agencies 
set up to carry out such functions. 


We are hopeful that continued effort on our 
part, in cooperation with the Welfare Council, 
will bring about a solution of some of these 


problerns. 


Health Forums on Aging 
as a Community Project 


"Growing Old Gracefully'' was the topic of 
the first of a series of four public health 
forums held in Dayton, Ohio, during April and 
May. Sponsored by the Montgomery County 
Medical Society and The Dayton Daily News, 
the forum proved an outstanding success and, 
according to reports, attracted nearly 2,000 
persons. No admission fee was charged. 











Subsequent forums dealt with health prob- 
lems relating to the heart, the common cold 
and polio. All told, 24 prominent Dayton Physi- 
cians took part in the proceedings. 


Announcement of the forum was made in 
full-page advertisements in The Daily News as 
the first of its kind to be held in Dayton, and 
featured a principal speaker and panel discus- 
sion conducted by five doctors. Typical ques- 
tions to be covered were given a prominent 
display: "What part do nutrition and diet play 
in aging?" "What effect do present habits and 
mental attitudes play in growing old?" 'What 
does 'Heart Fluttering' in persons over 65 in- 
dicate?"' '"'How does smoking affect growing 
old?" 





Beyond this, each advertisement carried a_ 


coupon inviting readers to submit other spe- 
cific questions they would like to have an- 
swered. The coupon brought a veritable flood 
of questions ranging from an inquiry as to 
whether it is necessary for old people to have 
''so many aches and pains" to whether there is 
a cure for high blood pressure. 


Some 90 minutes were devoted to the ques- 
tion and answer period. To save time and con- 
fusion, only written questions submitted in ad- 
vance were dealt with. The identity of all those 
whose questions were discussed was, of course, 
kept confidential. 


Television and radio were also used in the 
excellent promotion and publicity which helped 


make possible the success of the forum, and | 


the Daily News printed the entire text of the 
principal address the day after it was de- 
livered. In fact, 
forum receive that county medical societies in 
Illinois and Indiana indicated interest in spon- 
soring a similar effort. The American Medical 


so much attention did the | 
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Association also asked for all available data on 
the Dayton plan with a view of distributing it to 
the more than 3,000 medical societies in the 
United States. 


ATLANTA, GA. AND SACRAMENTO, CALIF. 


The Dayton health forum followed closely 
on the heels of a similar series in Atlanta, 
Georgia, held during March and April and 
sponsored by the Fulton County Medical So- 
ciety, and The Atlanta Journal. Under the same 
title, "Growing Old Gracefully,"' the Atlanta 
forum devoted one of its 8 sessions to a 
thoroughgoing discussion of the aging process, 
with 8 prominent Atlanta physicians partici- 
pating. Full-page announcements were also 
used and the address of the principal speaker 
was printed in full by the Journal. Estimated 
attendance was put at around 1,800. 





Under a different kind of sponsorship, 
during May and June, Sacramento, California, 
offered a series of 5 forum lectures dealing 
with a health program for persons who have 
retired or are preparing to retire. This was a 
project of the Adult Division of the Sacramento 
Junior College in cooperation with the Commu- 
nity Welfare Council and the Sacramento So- 
ciety for Medical Improvement undertaken at 
the behest of The Sacramento Committee on 
Aging. The 5 lectures dealt with specific 
topics: nutrition; arthritis; the gall bladder 
and liver; circulation; and high blood pressure. 
A registration of $1.00 for the series was 
charged. 


AN OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUR COMMUNITY 


All this is evidence that there is a large 
and eager audience for any sort of sound health 
education as it relates to the aging process. 
An increasing number of communities, of 
course, have already discovered this inthe re- 
sponse accorded classes in adult education 
geared to the needs of older people. Los 
Angeles, for instance, is an outstanding ex- 
ample. Some 15 of the 24 public schools in Los 
Angeles giving adult education classes are also 
offering a comprehensive Gerontology Pro- 
gram. Here all the health factors of the aging 
process are thoroughly explored by competent 
medical people, and the steady year-by-year 
effort to reach both the aging and the aged in 
the community is showing real results. 


Unquestionable, however, the Dayton and 
Atlanta approach affords an opportunity to 
reach a great many people who might not ordi- 
narily be attracted to adult educational 
courses. Certainly, itis a project that can be 
Organized successfully in almost any commu- 
nity, and the combination of the local medical 
Society and a local daily paper is practically 
unbeatable. 


Local committees on aging can act as the 
catalyzing force to bring these two groups to- 


gether as co-sponsors of a series of health 
forums in their own communities. Such a proj- 
ect will serve more dramatically, perhaps, than 
any other means to focus attention on the aging 
problem and to open the door for expanded ac- 
tivities on the part of the committee in other 
phases of the problem. 





Refresher Training 
for Older Women 


In its first year of operation, the Pilot 
Project in Vocational Training which was ini- 
tiated by the New York House and School of In- 
dustry has been outstandingly successful, ac- 
cording to Miss Dorothy Warren, director of 
the Project. Classes at present consist exclu- 
sively of refresher training in typing and 
shorthand skills. They are geared to women 
who have had some training and have at one 
time worked as stenographers or typists but 
who have been for many years out of the labor 
market. These women are referred to the 
Project, from among their applicants, by the 
New York State Employment Service, Feder- 
ation Employment Service and the Archdioce- 
san Vocational Service. After training they re- 
turn to the employment services for placement. 





To date 109 women have been trained and 
already more than 85 of these have secured 
jobs in excellent offices and at the prevailing 
wage scale. So far, those who have secured 
office jobs are averaging $50 a week. The 
success of the training is due in part to a con- 
centrated and intensive program as classes are 
held five days a week for eight weeks. Since 
the women enter with varying degrees of resid- 
ual skill, and since many cannot remain for the 
entire course due to economic pressure, a 
situation is created requiring the utmost flexi- 
bility. The teaching is, therefore, geared to 
the individual although conducted on a group 
basis. 


Very extensive counselling work is con- 
ducted by the Instructor and staff. It has been 
found that these talks are outstandingly suc- 
cessful in returning the trainees to the busi- 
ness world with renewed courage and well on 
their way to a complete and successful re- 
adjustment. Group talks and individual inter- 
views give special emphasis to this part of the 
program. 


When classes resume in September of this 
year it is anticipated that there will be con- 
siderable development in the content of the 
teaching program and expansion in the type of 
training provided. A Technical Committee is 
advising in this matter and it is hoped that the 
development over the next year will be even 
more significant than the great success already 
achieved. 


The New York House and School of Indus- 
try is located at 120 West 16th St., New York 
bie te Ss 











Issued Bi-monthly by 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 
HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE 


Oveta Culp Hobby, Secretary 


Social Security Administration 
Public Health Service 
Office of Education 
Food and Drug Administration 
Office of Vocational Rehabilitation 
Saint Elizabeths Hospital 
American Printing House for the Blind 
Columbia Institution for the Deaf 
Howard University 


No. 6 - July 1953 


Aging is a medium for sharing infor- 
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agencies and organizations in the field, their 
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letin has been approved by the Director of 
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Remember These Dates 


July 8, 9, 10 are the dates of the University 
of Michigan's Sixth Annual Conference on 
Aging. Ann Arbor, Michigan. Topic: "Earning 
Opportunities for Mature Workers." 

Co-sponsoring the Conference are the 
United States Departments of Agriculture; 
Commerce; Health, Education, and Welfare; 
Labor; and numerous national private organ- 
izations in management, labor, etc. Three days 
of panel discussions by experienced leaders 
and full opportunity for audience participation. 








x xX X 


August 24, 25, 26. San Francisco. The 
Hotel Mark Hopkins. The date and place of the 
Sixth Annual Scientific Meeting of the Geronto- 
logical Society, Inc. The program, now com- 
plete, offers papers and symposia on research 
and allied programs covering virtually every 
facet of the field of aging. The July issue of the 
Journal of Gerontology will carry a complete 
statement of the program. 











“Wisconsin Homecrafters”’ 
Expands its Program 





"Wisconsin Homecrafters,'' originally or- 
ganized for work with homebound, severely 
handicapped clients, has gradually extended its 
program to include workers who, with ad- 
vancing years, have attained those physical 
handicaps found in the older age groups. Under 
this program set up by the State Office of Vo- 
cational Rehabilitation, working in coordination 
with the City Vocational Schools of the State, 
some 15 highly qualified craft instructors serve 
rural as well as city clients. Of the 500 work- 
ers now participating in this program, 300 are 
well over 40 years of age, the oldest worker 
having attained the age of 85. 


A wide variety of training is given, ranging 
from needlecraft, reweaving, leathercraft, ce- 
ramics and metal working to the operation of 
small business enterprises in the home. The 
handicraft instructor helps the client select a 
suitable type of work and determines the ap- 
propriate type of occupational equipment re- 
quired (hand tools, jig saws, looms, sewing 
machines, kilns, etc.). Equipment and training 
materials are furnished through Federal and 
State funds unless the client is able to meet the 
costs himself. The average cost of such equip- 
ment is approximately $75.00 per client. 


Workers are kept abreast of current mar- 
ket demands by a monthly Homecrafters Man- 
ual which presents directions and creative de- 
signs for new products. Products manufactured 
by these workers are marketed through volun- 
tary organizations, chiefly the Wisconsin Asso- 
ciation for the Disabled and its affiliated 
county units. Each county unit determines the 
most appropriate method for promoting the 
sales of these articles, utilizing display ‘or 
outlet shops, hospitals, bazaars, and other 
community affairs. "Prestige" articles are 
displayed at a special outlet store in 
Milwaukee. 


Corollary to this program, committees of 
older workers are now being set up in the vari- 
ous Wisconsin Vocational Schools for develop- 
ing planned patterns of part-time work to en- 
able retired workers to augment their pension 
grants. At a recent such meeting held at the 
Fond du Lac Vocational School, some 25 re- 
tired people, all 65 years of age or over 
(teachers, railroad retirement, OASI, etc.), 
presented their various part-time activities 
which range from lapidary work to furniture 
repair totaling some 17 different fields of em- 
ploymert. 


For further information, write to John A. 
Kubiak, Chief of the Rehabilitation Division, 
320 State Office Building, Madison, Wis. 


ent « 
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The Way the Wind Blows 


The American Public Welfare Associa- 
tion's Committee on Aging, now in its second 
year, is making rapid progress through sub- 
committees on Social Services to the Aging; the 
Role of Federal, State, and Local Governments; 
and Special Medical Needs of the Aging. The 
first subcommittee is well along on the draft of 
an extensive report. Chairman of the over-all 
Committee is Charles I. Schottland, Director, 
California State Department of Social Welfare. 








x xX xX 


The Association of Ohio Homes for the 
Aged is an organization of private, benevolent, 
religious, and fraternal homes in Ohio. It pro- 
vides exchange of experience among adminis - 
trators of homes, development of a training 
program for personnel in cooperation with col- 
leges and universities, and participation and 
support toward legislation for the welfare of 
older citizens in the community and in homes 
for the aged. The Association has recently be- 
gun issuance of a news bulletin and a legislative 
bulletin. 

President of the Association for 1953 is 
Dr. Julius Weil of the Montefiore Home; Ex- 
ecutive Secretary is Hannah L. Protzman, 414 
Superior Avenue, West, Cleveland 13. 





x xX X 


May was Senior Citizens' Month in New 
York. Sponsored by the State Joint Legislative 
Committee on Problems of the Aging, an inten- 
sive State-wide campaign was inaugurated to 
call attention to the potentialities, strengths 
and needs of older people. 

Aging hopes to carry an "evaluation story" 
in its next issue by the Committee's director, 
Albert J. Abrams. The Committee may be ad- 
dressed at 94 Broadway, Newburgh, N. Y. 





x xX X 


A hobby show in which 1,600 men and 
women, ranging in age from 60 to 103 took 
part, was staged during May as part of the ob- 
servance of Senior Citizens' Month (See above). 
Sponsors were the Welfare and Health Council 
of New York City and 56 institutions and social 
agencies. The exhibits demonstrated a quite 
extraordinary variety of talents. One of the 
most popular was "Clown Town,''a miniature 
carnival contrived by a 69-year-old woman. 
The Council's address is 44 East 23d Street, 
New York 10, N. Y. Mrs. Louisa W. Hagar will 
be glad to supply further information. 


x xX X 


Age Barriers to Employment was the topic 
ia conference held June 4 and 5 by the School 
of’ Business and Public Administration of 
Temple University and the Pennsylvania State 
Department of Labor and Industry. This is the 
second such State-wide conference on the prob- 
lem of making a living while growing old. 





ae 


The Baltimore Commission on Aging has 
just completed the study of the report of the 
subcommittee on "Economic Security - Em- 
ployment and Retirement.'' Much of the dis 
cussion centered around the hardship encoun- 
tered by people 65 and over who have only a 
small income from OASI and under present 
regulations cannot earn more than $75 a month. 
Other subcommittees of the Baltimore Com- 
mission whose reports will be incorporated 
into the final report are as follows: Housing, 
Casework and Counseling, Recreation and Edu- 
cation, Home Services, Health Services and 
Facilities. The Commission hopes to publisha 
report this coming Fall. Chairman is T. J. S. 
Waxter, 327 St. Paul Place, Baltimore, Mary- 
land. 





x xX X 


A correspondence course in Nursing Home 


Operation will shortly be offered by the Kansas 
Association of Licensed Nursing Homes and the 
State Department of Social Welfare. The Uni- 
versity of Kansas is assisting on the project. 


The Association hopes the course will enable 








more homes to meet established standard: 
For information: Mrs. Estelle C. Biffer, the 
Association's president, Box 812, Wichita 
Kansas, 

a 


The New Hampshire Social Welfare Vi 
cil has formed a committee on gerontoioyy to 
undertake a year-long study of problems of the 
aged. New Hampshire has the largest percent- 
age of population over 65 of any State in the 
Nation. Mrs. Walter A. Chase of Concord has 


been named chairman. 





x xX X 


Winston-Salem, N. C., responding to the 
stimulus of the Governor's Committee on Aging 
and the North Carolina Conference on Aging, is 
now rolling with a Committee on the Aging. 
Twenty business, professional, and religious 
leaders constituted the organizing nucleus, but 
new members are "asking in'' and are wel- 
comed. Chairman is Robert A. Flynn, Social 
Security Field Office. 





x xX xX 


Muskegon, Michigan, has organized a Geri- 
atrics Council of Greater Muskegon to coordi- 
nate and systematize the work of various mu- 
nicipal organizations which have hitherto been 
operating independently and concentrating on 





separate aspects of the aging problem. The 
Council has the backing of local social agpen- 
cies, churches, the medical profession, variov 
industries, the Chamber of Commerce and ‘ie 
Muskegon Manufacturers'Association, The 


charter for the Council assesses annual dues of 
$2.00 for active members, and $5.00 for ° ) 

ciate members. President is Mrs. George W 

Clark. 








Hyde Park Seniors, now in its fourth year, 
continues to maintain both alertness and mem- 
bership with round-table discussions; talent 
performances; music, art, and craft groups; 
dancing; dinners; and institutes on special 
topics. A "New Frontiers" discussion series 
this Spring considered world tensions and 
human relationships, advances in treatment of 
arthritis, radioactive materials in medicine, 
stability of money, and migration of older 
adults. 

The Seniors are a self-initiated group of 
men and women organized to provide fellowship 
and opportunity to those residents of the Hyde 
Park area in Chicago who are near, or have 
reached, retirement age and who wishto realize 
the opportunity for creativity, full social par- 
ticipation, and mature citizenship. 

Hyde Park Seniors meet at the YMCA, 
1400 E. 53rd St., Chicago. Chairman is John 
W. Funrer; Director is Lester W. Bartlett. 


x X X 


The Morgantown (West Virginia) Woman's 
Club has an active Committee on Gerontology. 
This is in line with the program of the General 
Federation of Women's Clubs to develop in- 
terest in this field arnong its member organi- 
Mr.J.D. Jordan is the club's presi- 








zations. 
dent. 


In Duluth, Minnesota, the Council of Social 
Agencies is pushing the formation of Golden 
Age Clubs, hobby shows, and development of 
general community awareness of aging. Four 
clubs are in existence and four more have been 
chartered. A city-wide hobby show was held 
during the spring, and at a recent combined 
club party th= Duke and Duchess of Duluth were 
crowned (84 years and 93 years old, respec- 
tively). Junior Chamber of Commerce, Lions 
Club, and Red Cross Gray Ladies assisted. 





x xX X 


The Committee on the Care of the Aged of 
the Federation of Jewish Philanthropies, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., is sponsoring its third season of 
camping for older people at the Emma Kaufman 
Camp in Harmony, Pa, It is planning a 10-day 
period for some 80 campers, The Community 
Chest has given the project official recognition 
and is helping to defray expenses, 








x xX X 


The American School of Chicago, Illinois, 
a non-profit home-study educational institution, 
is preparing a special course designed to help 
persons either preparing for retirement or who 
have already retired. Its address is Drexel 
Avenue at 58th Street. 





Louisiana State University, 
School of Social Welfare, is offering a Summer 
Session course on Needs and Problems of Aged 
Persons for the seventh successive year. The 
course deals primarily with attitudes and skills 





required for working with aged persons in com.| 


munity and institutional situations. 
x xX xX 


The Adult Education Division of Brooklyn 
College (N.Y.) is offering a course on gerontol- 
ogy, "Planning for the Second Forty Yzars." 
Majority of enrollees are in their middle 40's, 
Its lecturer, Mr. Walter Duckat, is a consultant 
to the Vocational Guidance Division of the Fed- 
eration Employment Service of New York. 





SB & = 


American Red Cross Grey Ladies in 
Akron, Ohio have now "incorporated" two Grey 
Men. Volunteering as blood donors, these men 
in their seventies (more than 10 years above 
the limit for donors) were recruited to manage 
the cloak room at the Blood Center. Since then 
they have been given the full Red Cross orien- 
tation course and are a part of the volunteer 
service. 

The Akron Grey Ladies are providing rec- 
reation, transportation to clinics, automobile 
rides through the countryside, and assistance 
on gardening projects for the residents of the 
Akron Home for the Aged. 





x xX xX 





News of the State Commissions. 





New Mexico legislation for a State Com- 
mission on Aging has become law. It is ex- 
pected that Governor Mechem will name the 
Commission before long. The present tempo- 
rary Committee sponsored a statewide Confer- 
ence on Aging early in May with more than 200 
participants. 





x xX X 


The Governor's Inter-departmental Com.- 
mittee on Aging in California reported as % 
panel to the State Conference of Social Welfare. 
It will make a similar panel presentation at the 
Gerontological Society meeting in August. 








x xX xX 


The Maine Legislature passed, and Gover- 
nor Cross signed, a bill to create a State Com- 
mission on Aging. Purpose of the Commissio 
is to study the needs of Maine's older peopl 
and suggest a program to enable thern to bt 
useful and "a blessing to the State.'"'’ Commis: 
sion membership will be two from the Legisla-) 
ture, one from the Department of Health ant 
Welfare, and four representing the public @ 
large. 
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Books, Pamphlets and Reports 


The Cornell Medical Index is a health self- 
inventory designed to elicit facts useful in sup- 
plementing a medical interview. Originally 
constructed with particular reference to the 
health situations of young and middle-age peo- 
ple, it has now been revised for use also by 
older people. Revision was made by Steinhardt, 
Zeman, Tuckman, and Lorge, who reported the 
results in ''Appraisal of Physical and Mental 
Health of the Elderly,'' Journal American Med- 
ical Association, January 31, 1953. 

















x xX X 


Current Sociological Research, 1953 is a 
listing of the research projects being under- 
taken by members of the American Sociological 
Society and contains 16 titles specifically in the 
field of aging and retirement. Copies of the re- 
port, priced at $1.00, may be had by writing to 
the Society, New York University, Washington 
Square, New York 3, New York. 
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Modern Methods of Rehabilitation of the 
Adult Disabled is the report of a Group-Train- 








ing course, organized by the United Nations 
with the help of the World Health Organization 
and International Labor Organization, and held 
in Sweden, Finland and Denmark during the lat- 
ter part of 1952. As a document, it pretty much 
"covers the waterfront'' and has much material 
that directly concerns the problem of the older 
worker. Copies may be obtained from the 
United Nations for $1.25 each. 
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Standards of Care for Older People in In- 





stitutions, published by the National Committee 
on the Aging of the National Social Welfare As- 
sembly under a grant by the Schimper Founda- 
tion. A thoroughgoing examination of the needs 
of older people in homes for the aged and nurs- 
ing homes, with concrete recommendations cuv- 
ering every aspect of the problem. Single copy, 
$1.00; 5 to 25 copies, 75 cents. The Com- 
mittee's address is 345 East 46th Street, New 
York, N. Y. 
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Criteria for Retirement is the report of the 
proceedings of the Conference on Retirement of 
Older Workers held at Arden House, January 
1952, under the sponsorship of the National 
Committee on the Aging (N.S.W.A.) and the 
McGregor Fund. Includes three excellent mon- 
ographs prepared as reference material for the 
conference, and also a background chapter "The 
Social Needs of An Aging Population." G.P. 
Putnam's Sons, 1953. $3.50. 
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An exceedingly interesting chapter on "Ag- 
ing and Efficiency in Airmen" is included in 
Human Factors in Air Transportation by Ross 
A. McFarland, Ph.D., Associate Professor of 
Industrial Hygiene, Harvard School of Public 
Health. The author analyzes the various psy- 
chological, physiological and other factors 
as they affect the performance of the man at 
the controls and concludes that most of the 
prejudices against older pilots do not stand up 
under careful examination. McGraw-Hill, 1953. 
$13.00- 
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Democracy is You tells how to organize a 
community for social action and contains a lot 
of down-to-earth suggestions that can be ap- 
plied to work in the field of aging. Author is 
Richard Waverly Poston, Director of Com- 
munity Development, University of Seattle, 
Washington. Published by Harpers, $3.00 (1953) 
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"Earn a Wage at Any Age" is the title of an 
exceptionally informative article in The Inter- 
national Altrusan for April 1953. It is an ac- 
count of the remarkable success Altrusa Clubs 
are having across the country in making the 
skilis of older women available to employers 
and the community. A companion piece, by 
Geneva Mathiasen, National Committee on Ag- 
ing, discusses the broader issues in older 
worker employment. 
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The Jewish Vocational Service of Cleve- 
land, Ohio, has issued a highly interesting re- 
port that shows how sound and tested vocational 
guidance practices can bring excellent results 
in the vocational adjustment and absorption into 
employment of workers 50 years of age or 
older. A copy may be had by writing to Meyer 
H. Sarkin, the Executive Director, at 811 Pros- 
pect Avenue. 
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"Evidences of Potentialities of Older 
Workers in a Manufacturing Company" in Per- 
sonnel Psychology, vol. 5, no. 1. The author, 
M. W. Smith, conducted this study as one of a 
series under direction of Professor S.L. 
Pressey, Ohio State University. It reports 
reasons for employee separation from a manu- 
facturing company and foremen attitudes to- 
ward the separatees. 
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Survey Report: Capitol District Home for 
the Aged, Troy, N. Y. The Council of Jewish 
Federations and Welfare Funds, reported the 
conclusions of this survey in 1953. The survey 
covered all aspects of the operation of the 
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Home and made numerous recommendations 
which may be useful to similar places, Coun- 
cil's address: 165 West 46th Street, New York 
eo, 3. 
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Postgraduate Course in Geriatrics. 53 
pages, mimeo, 1953. The University of Kansas, 
iirst to establish a Department of Gerontology 
in its medical school, offered a postgraduate 
course in "Medicine of the Aging" in March of 
this year, in cooperation with the Kansas Med- 
ical Society and the Kansas State Board of 
Health. This report is a compilation of the 14 
lectures which comprised the course. Avail- 
able from the University of Kansas Medical 
Center, Kansas City 12, Kansas. 
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Changing Psychological Concepts of Aging, 
by Lawrence F. Greenleigh, M.D. A year or so 
ago Dr. Greenleigh visited several centers of 
psychological research on aging and held ex- 
tended conversations with the principal investi- 
gators. This 76-page mimeographed document 
describes the work of those with whom he 
talked. Issued in 1953 by the National Institute 
of Mental Health, Department of Health, Educa- 
tion, and Welfare, Washington 25, D. C. 
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The Church's Ministry to Older Adults. 
this is a7-page statement prepared by William 
T. Swaim, Jr., of Dillsburg, Penn. The pam- 
phlet describes the nature and values of a vari- 
ety of activities that religious leaders and 
groups can develop for an aging population. 
Copies may be had by writing to the author. 
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Kecreation for Older People is the mimeo- 





graphed, 10-page, report of the Institute for 
Volunteers in Homes for the Aged and Golden 





Age Clubs held in February by the Welfare 
Federation of Cleveland. Copies may be ob- 
tained from the Federation, Cleveland 15, Ohio} 
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There's A Heap-O'-Livin' At Drexel Home 
is the 61st Annual Report of the Drexel Home, 
6140 Drexel Avenue, Chicago 37. The report is 
unique in two respects: (1) more than half of it 
is devoted to statements of officers and com- 
mittee chairmen, demonstrating a good deal of 
community involvement in the program, and 
(2) a large share of it is in the form of com-| 
ments on colored slides, the showing of which 
constituted much of the Executive Director's 
annual report, 1953. 
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A Proposed Activity Center for Older Peo- 
ple, 23 pages, mimeo. 1953. The General 
Brotherhood Board, Church of the Brethren, 
22S. State Street, Elgin, Illinois, makes this 
pamphlet available at 15 cents a copy. It is aj 
detailed presentation of the need for activity} 
centers and a discussion of the way to organize] 
and of program, developed by the Division} 
of Gerontology at the University of Michigan 
The pamphlet is reprinted from Geriatrics} 
March 1953. 
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Housing for the Aging. Findings and rec- 
ommendations on protective care facilities in| 
Los Angeles County, Calif. This report is thej 
result of exhaustive study on the part of the 
Committee on Problems of the Aging and the 
Research Department of the Welfare Council of 
Metropolitan Los Angeles. 23 pages, proc- 
essed. 1953. 
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